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from the deaN
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

I hope you are well and thriving, even in these uncertain times. We at RIAGO are working hard 
to contribute to your well-being and your musical life, so dig in to some of  the comforts and 
curiosities that this month’s newsletter holds for you.

One article by a friend and fellow student of  mine at Boston University, Alex Green, offers a 
FRPIRUWLQJ�DQG�UHÁHFWLYH��YLHZSRLQW��VR�WLPHO\�QRZ��$OH[�KDV�DOVR�DJUHHG�WR�MRLQ�D�URXQG�WDEOH�
discussion we will sponsor in November.

Don’t miss the date change of  our event, Creating a Virtual Choir! A ZOOM event. Our clinicians, 
Dr. Teresa Coffman and Jack Zornado��H[SHULHQFHG�VRPH�HTXLSPHQW�LVVXHV�DQG�ORVW�PXFK�RI �
the resentation they had worked so hard on.  But all is up and running again, and I’m hoping you 
will be able to attend the new date, Saturday, October 17th from 10 am – 12:00 pm.  It promises 
WR�EH�HQMR\DEOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQIRUPDWLYH���$�4	$�ZLOO�DOORZ�\RX�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��DERXW�FUHDWLQJ�
your own virtual choir adventures!  Email RIAGOevents@gmail.com to reserve a place in this 
event. The Zoom link will be sent to you on the morning of  the event before 9 am.

Our Virtual Postcard feature has been a big hit, with 160 views of  Stephen Busby’s postcard 
from S. Stephens. In this issue, we have a postcard from our acting subdean and publicity manager 
Stephen Martorella, from the First Baptist Church in America.

Note that we have created a new series called Mentoring Minutes.  These video shorts address 
VSHFLÀF�WRSLFV�E\�YDULRXV�RUJDQLVWV���,�GHFLGHG�WR�NLFN�XV�RII �E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�OHJDWR�SOD\LQJ�RQ�
WKH�RUJDQ��D�VXEMHFW�HYHU\�SLDQLVW�DVNV�PH�DERXW�ZKHQ�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�SOD\LQJ�LQ�FKXUFK�RQ�WKH�
RUJDQ�� �2YHU�WKH�PRQWKV��RWKHU�RUJDQLVWV�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�WLSV�RQ�WKHLU�FKRVHQ�VXEMHFW�� �:H�KRSH�
these Mentoring Minutes�ZLOO�HQJDJH�\RXU�FXULRVLW\�DERXW�HDFK�VXEMHFW���<RX�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�SRVH�
TXHVWLRQV�DQG�VXJJHVW�VXEMHFWV�IRU�D�IXWXUH�VHJPHQW��$GGUHVV�\RXU�WRSLF�RI �LQWHUHVW�RU�TXHVWLRQ�
WR�5,$*2PHGLD#JPDLO�FRP�DQG�SXW�0HQWRULQJ�0LQXWHV�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�OLQH�

Lastly, please check out our COVID Relief  Initiative’s Emergency Relief  Fund that Stephen 
Martorella and Lawrence Wilson have developed to help those of  us in need.  The pandemic 
has created uncertainties for everyone and certainly for fellow musicians who have seen their pay 
UHGXFHG��RU�ORVW�WKHLU�MRE��:H�DUH�D�VPDOO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EXW�ZH�FDUH�DQG�ZH�ZDQW�WR�ÀQG�D�ZD\��
KRZHYHU�VPDOO��WR�KHOS�\RX�LI �\RX�QHHG�KHOS���$OO�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
procedures can be found in this October issue.  Any information you give will be kept private so 
no need to feel embarrassed to apply for a bit of  help!

,�ZLVK�\RX�MR\��SHDFH�DQG�EHDXWLIXO�PXVLF�
Gigi Mitchell-Velasco, Dean



meNtorING mINutes
We are instituting a new series under the heading Mentoring 
Minutes in which organists will offer a brief  lesson on some 
aspect of  organ playing. This month, our Dean, Gigi Mitchell-
Velasco, presents a brief  discussion and demonstration of  
achieving legato on the organ. Here is the  address for the 11 
PLQXWH�YLGHR��KWWSV���\RXWX�EH�-'R4X0ZEKWO fINaNCIal assIstaNCe 

for CoVId setbaCKs
RIAGO has set up an Emergency Relief  Fund in response to 
the current and ongoing crisis and its economic impact on our 
members. The relief  will be a $100 gift card to a supermarket 
where the recipient buys groceries. To be eligible, applicants 
must be current members of  our chapter and have lost income 
from their church postings as a result of  being laid off  due to 
the Covid lockdown any time after 15 March 2020. This gift 
card may be issued only once in a 12-month period. Individuals 
with liability and/or insurance claims pending are not eligible. 
To apply, send a statement with your name, home address, 
telephone, email, a brief  paragraph detailing the circumstances 
of  your dismissal, the date of  dismissal, (date of  reinstatement 
if  applicable) and the name of  the institution from which you 
were dismissed. Please send this material to Steve Martorella 
DW�VWHYH�IEF#YHUL]RQ�QHW�
7KH�PDWWHU�ZLOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�UHYLHZ�E\�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�IRU�WKH�
(5)��/DZUHQFH�:LOVRQ�DQG�6WHSKHQ�0DUWRUHOOD��DQG�VXEMHFW�
WR�ÀQDO�DSSURYDO�E\�WKH�'HDQ��*LJL�0LWFKHOO�9HODVFR����
_______________________________________________
AGO National offers a link to various articles indicating helpful  
sources of  information for musicians, religious institutions, 
students regarding many of  the Covid-related challenges facing 
PHPEHUV��KWWSV���ZZZ�DJRKT�RUJ�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�&RYLG����

how musIC CaN be our 
medICINe
This is the title of  an article by Alex Green, organist at UCC 
Church in Walpole, MA, and music therapist for a group 
of  adults. His musings and suggestions may give you a new 
SHUVSHFWLYH��$OH[�KDV�JUDFLRXVO\�VKDUHG�WKLV�DUWLFOH�ZLWK�XV��
Read it at the end of  this newsletter.

wIsh You were here...
The second of  a series of  The Video Postcard Project offered by 
The Rhode Island Chapter of  The American Guild of  Organists 
features music and photos of  organs and organists, guest stars 
IURP�WKH�ODVW�5,$*2�RUJDQL]HG�5HJLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ��/RYHO\�
and historic pictures of  the First Baptist Church in America, 
as well as other Providence churches, and even a stained glass 
rose window grace this postcard from Stephen Martorella, 
organist at the First Baptist Church in America.
(QMR\�WKH�SRVWFDUG�DW�KWWSV���\RXWX�EH�%*Z/6S�ISE4

member matters
Our condolences go to Stephen and Philip Martorella, 
whose Mother, Jeanne, died on September 27, at age 95. 
She was a founding member of  the Rockettes, among many 
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��5HTXLHVFDW�LQ�SDFH��Jeanne Martorella.

waNt to see Your artICle IN 
prINt?

We encourage you to submit an article to the Vox Oceana 
QHZVOHWWHU� RQ� DQ� RUJDQ� RU�PXVLF�UHODWHG� VXEMHFW�� � 6HQG�
submissions for consideration to our Newsletter Editor, 
Althea Allard, at altheaallard@gmail.com.  All submissions 
will be edited and included as space allows.

resCheduled: oCtober 17, 2020
rIaGo Zoom eVeNt: 10am
Breaking News: Rhode Island College Concert Chorus 
KDV�EHHQ�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�EDOORW�IRU�WKH���UG�*UDPP\�$ZDUGV�
in two categories: Best Top Duo or Group Performance and Best 
Music Video, both for their rendition of  When I Think of  You.
And WE have a chance to go behind the scenes on October 
17 to see the making of  the video. Congratulations to Teresa 
Coffman and all the performers!  
7KH�HYHQW�LV�RSHQ�WR�HYHU\RQH��QRW�MXVW�5,$*2�PHPEHUV��VR�
please spread the word.  Dr. Coffman will cover the basics; 
and Senior student Jack Zornado will give a tutorial on how 
to put it all together. To learn more from Dr. Coffman about 
WKH�SURFHVV��VHH�KWWSV���\RXWX�EH�,FL/V/BTZBR
To attend the Zoom event please email RIAGOevents@gmail.
com  and we will send the link. 



  plaCemeNt lIstINGs
Contact Julie Tagen (401-225-9594) to list

  North Kingstown United Methodist      4/17/20
�����&RQJGRQ�+LOO�5RDG����6DXQGHUVWRZQ���5,�������
��0DUN�=DFFDULD������������������]DFFDULD#DWW�QHW
��3LSH�RUJDQ��������������������������������2

____________________________________________________________
submIssIoNs
DEADLINE: 20th of  each month. SUBMISSIONS�� 6HQG�:RUG� RU�7H[W� ÀOHV� WR�
altheaallard@gmail.com�RU�WR�$OWKHD�$OODUG������6XIIRON�$YH���3DZWXFNHW��5,�������
ADVERTISING��:RUG�GRF��3')��SULQW�UHDG\���-3*��KLJK�UHVROXWLRQ���RU�7,))��$OO�ÀOHV�
VKRXOG�EH�JUD\VFDOH�DW�����GSL�UHVROXWLRQ��(PDLO�WR�altheaallard@gmail.com

___________________________________________________________
adVertIsING rates 
����SDJH�DG�����µ:�[��µ+����������RU�������SDJH�DG�����µ:�[����µ+�������
Flyers provided electronically for inclusion with newsletter (for RIAGO members): $10. 
Make checks out to RIAGO and mail to Althea Allard by the 20th. $25 non-members.

substItute lIstINGs
Contact Julie Tagen (401-225-9594) with changes.
$9$,/$%/(�681'$<6�	�:((.'$<6�
%DEELWW��-RQDWKDQ�������������
&DVWHHO��(GHQ��������������
&ODUNH��0DUJDUHW����������������DOO�
Higgins, Stephen: 401-441-2270 (comfortable with any keyboard situation)
-RQHV��:LOOLDP����������������DOO�
.RKO��.DUHQ���������������3OHDVH�,QTXLUH
0DF&XEELQ��-D\��������������
Nicholson, Nancy: 401-521-9097 (all)
Norton-Jackson, Diana 401-714-2700 interim, sub, no weddings
Tagen, Julia L.: 401-225-9594 (all, weddings/funerals/interim)
7D\ORU��7HUU\����������������WXWWL#IXOOFKDQQHO�QHW��
9HFFKLR��*LQD��������������
9LQVRQ��'XQFDQ��������������
:HVWKDYHU��9HUQD����������������VXEVWLWXWH�LQWHULP�
:LOVRQ��/DZUHQFH���������������2UJDQ��6DFUHG�-D]]�&RPSRVHU�$UUDQJHU

$9$,/$%/(�:((.'$<6�21/<
%ODFN��-RKQ����������������DOO��DYDLODEOH�6DWXUGD\V�	�ZHHNGD\V�
&DVWHOODQL��5RJHU��������������
&UDQPHU��'DYLG��������������
Martorella, Philip: 401-615-0769 (no Sun. a.m.)
6REDMH��0DUWKD��401-626-0099 (weddings, funerals)

a word to the wIse...
For easy access to the web addresses in this newsletter, use 
the links listed in the email which brought you this letter!






