
Newsletter of the Rhode Island Chapter of the American Guild of OrganistS  |   Volume XLIX, No.  6

Ju
n

e
 2

0
1

6

RI Chapter Officers
and Appointments
2015-2016
Dean, John Brooks
401-289-2650
jbrooks356@gmail.com

Sub Dean, Stephen Kirby
401-246-0039
kev14@aol.com

Secretary, David Cranmer
401-447-9848
dcranmer45@cox.net

Treasurer, Doris Alberg
401-365-7273
dalberg1@cox.net
		
Publicity, Stephen T. Martorella 
401-885-0623
steve.fbc@verizon.net

Newsletter, Althea Allard
401-728-4431
altheaallard@gmail.com

Historian, N. Peter LaMoria
401-723-6974
npeterlam@aol.net

Placement, Brian Larkin
401-272-8318
brianlarkin1@cox.net

Membership: Christopher Souza
401-368-2758

Auditors: 
Denise Petrucci, Jackie Gourd

Reg. Councillor, Cheryl Duerr
clduerr@gmail.com

Executive Committee

2016
Henri St. Louis
Julie Tagen: 401-225-9594

2017
Steve Kirby 401-246-0039
Philip Martorella 401-885-3431

2018
Alan Cotnoir
Cody Mead

www.riago.org

From the Dean

Dear Colleagues:

I am looking forward to seeing many of  you at our final event of  the season, the Member’s Recital, 
Dinner and Annual Meeting, on Sunday June 5th, at Central Congregational Church, 296 Angell 
Street, in Providence. The festivities begin at 5:00 pm sharp with the recital, played by our host 
Patrick Aiken, myself, and Michael Ryan, one of  our newer and younger members, who is a rising 
talent you need to hear! 

In my previous letter, I outlined some of  the programs your board has been planning for next season, 
and I will speak about some of  them at our Annual Dinner (following the recital, at 6:00 pm). You 
will want to hear about our planned re-boot of  the chapter organ scholarship initiative, a possible 
program at the Music Mansion in Providence featuring the unique, historic Estey organ there, the 
recital in November featuring two rising stars Edward Landin and Colin MacKnight (with a “guest 
appearance” by our former National Vice-President Christian Lane), and more! So please do 
come to the recital and dinner, bring a friend or family member, your minister, a choir member, or a 
student interested in the organ. Most importantly, bring your ideas and your enthusiasm!

And have a relaxing, inspiring and re-creative Summer! Do take advantage of  the many workshops and 
courses that are out there (see the April and May issues of  TAO), and if  you feel up to the challenge 
of  living with 2000 organists for a week, take in the AGO National Convention in Houston! I will 
be attending the Association of  Anglican Musicians national conference in Stamford CT in June, and 
returning to England for the famous Three Choirs Festival (this year at glorious Gloucester Cathedral, 
where I was a Lay Clerk some years ago) in July. 

I expect to hear many inspiring tales of  “what I did on my Summer vacation” when we meet again 
the Fall! 

All best wishes,
John Brooks, Dean

Editor’s note: As of  this writing, Steve has had few responses. He writes, “It would be a shame to cancel 
it due to lack of  interest.” Let’s not let that happen. Recitalists are practicing, the church is welcoming 
us, your board has planned an event to please. Respond NOW so that Steve can finalize plans.

A happy and restful
summer to all our members!



Substitute Listings
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) with changes.

Available Sundays & Weekdays 
Bramblett-Mollohan, Deborah 401-793-1723 (call for availability)
Casteel, Eden: 401-932-5589
Clarke, Margaret: 401-726-4128 (all)
Conboy, Lois: 401-658-3838  (please inquire)
Funk, Richard: 401-272-0693 (all)
Goncharova, Natalya, 401-334-9157
Gourd, Jacqueline: 401-828-4057 (all, no weddings)
Higgins, Stephen: 401-441-2270 (comfortable with any keyboard situation)
Johnson, Winfred: 401-847-8548 (interim)
Jones, William 401-848-4327 (all)
Kohl, Karen: 401-787-2695 (please inquire)
Norton-Jackson, Diana: 401-714-2700 (no weddings)
Phelps, Howard: 508-224-8475 (please inquire)
Tagen, Julia L.: 401-885-7438 (all, weddings/funerals/interim)
Taylor, Terry: 401-253-9030 (tutti@fullchannel.net) 
Vecchio, Gina: 401-954-2163
Westhaver, Verna: 401-683-2636 (substitute/interim)

Available Weekdays only
Allard, Althea: 401-728-4431
Black, John: 401-245-2356 (all, available Saturdays & weekdays)
Brown, Ronald: 508-222-0824 (funerals only)
Cienniwa, Paul: 617-466-9042 ($150 min, no Sun. a.m.)
Cranmer, David: 401-447-9848
Larkin, Brian: 401-272-8318 (weddings/memorials/funerals/consultant)
Martorella, Philip: 401-885-3431 (no Sun. a.m.)
Nicholson, Nancy: 401-521-9097 (all)
Nolan, Robert: 401-884-7172 (available to provide all needs)
Ogburn, William 401-294-4357
Sobaje, Martha: 401-626-0099 (weddings, funerals)

Submissions
Deadline: 20th of  each month. Submissions: Send Word or Text files to 
altheaallard@gmail.com or to Althea Allard, 166 Suffolk Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02861.
Advertising: Word doc, PDF (print ready), JPG (high resolution), or TIFF. 
All files should be grayscale at 300 dpi resolution. Email to altheaallard@gmail.com

Advertising Rates 
1/4-page ad (3.5”W x 5”H):  $18  -or-  1/8-page ad (3.5”W x 2.5”H):  $10
Flyers you provide (for RIAGO members): $10. Make checks out to RIAGO and 
mail to Althea Allard by the 20th.

Editor’s note
Elections are customary at the annual meeting. However, 
for now, we are going with our officers and servers invested 
last year. We do hope members will respond affirmatively 
to the invitation to serve on the board. In the words of  
Dean Brooks, “It’s not an onerous job, that’s for sure!” So 
be ready to say “Yes!” to the invitation. 

Event

Sunday, June 5 at 5:00 pm: Annual Members’ Recital and 
Dinner Meeting. Dean John Brooks, Sub-Dean Stephen 
Kirby, Patrick Aiken, and Michael Ryan will begin the evening 
with a recital at Central Congregational Church, Providence. The 
recital will be followed by the meeting and a pot luck supper. 
See Dean’s message for signing up so that Sub-Dean Steve Kirby 
can coordinate details.

Placement Listings
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) for more details or changes.

St. Francis of  Assissi, RC
Gardner’s Neck Rd, Swansea, MA
Contact: Jonathan Babbitt  401-864-9009  2jamb2@gmail.com
Johannus digital/2 man 18 stps  Salary 22K  O/DM

The Church of  the Redeemer
655 Hope Street, Providence, RI
Rev. Patrick Campbell: 401-331-0678
Austin opus 993 16 stops/2 man  Salary 26-30K   O/DM

St. Michael’s Episcopal
399 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Rev Elizabeth Habecker: 401-253-7717; 562-833-0863 
Allen Q345 3 man     20K  O/DM


