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from the deaN
Dear Colleagues,

I’m excited to write to you as Dean of  the RIAGO!  I hope you’ve enjoyed a change of  scenery 

and change of  schedule this summer to refresh your soul and fortify you for the upcoming season.

I was fortunate to attend a Worship and Music Conference sponsored by the Presbyterian 

Association of  Musicians followed immediately by the National AGO Convention in Boston.  Every 

VXPPHU�,�ÀQG�WKDW�FRPPXQLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�FKXUFK�PXVLFLDQV�DQG�DWWHQGLQJ�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�ZRUVKLS�
LV�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�ZD\�WR�HQKDQFH�P\�VNLOOV�DQG�SUHSDUH�IRU�DQRWKHU�\HDU�RI �VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�

There are wonderful events in store for the RIAGO this year, which I hope will appeal to you and 

encourage participation.  The activities provide opportunities to enjoy each other’s company, hear 

JRRG�VSHDNHUV��VKDUH�RXU�WDOHQWV��OHDUQ�DW�D�PDVWHU�FODVV��H[SORUH�KLVWRULF�RUJDQV��DQG�UHFHLYH�GRRU�
prizes at events.

7KH�NLFNRII �HYHQW�ZLOO�EH�)ULGD\��6HSWHPEHU�����DW�6W��3DXO·V�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK��3DZWXFNHW��VHH�
additional details inside).  Dinner will be provided by their in-house catering team for $25 per 

SHUVRQ���2XU�JXHVW�VSHDNHU�ZLOO�EH�7KH�5HY��'U��9LFWRULD�6LURWD��RUJDQLVW��IRUPHU�$*2�FKDSODLQ��
DQG�&DQRQ�3DVWRU�DQG�9LFDU�RI �WKH�&RQJUHJDWLRQ�DW�7KH�&DWKHGUDO�&KXUFK�RI �6W��-RKQ�WKH�'LYLQH�
LQ�1HZ�<RUN���

'U��6LURWD�ZLOO�VSHDN�RQ�RXU�UROH�DV�PXVLFLDQV�LQ�FKXUFKHV�DQG�V\QDJRJXHV���+HU�ERRN�Preaching to 

the Choir: Claiming the Role of  Sacred Musician offers insight and help to both musicians and clergy.  

7KH�SXEOLVKHU·V�ZHEVLWH�KDV�WKLV�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKH�ERRN�

� 6LURWD�GHOYHV�GHHSO\�LQWR�WKH�UHDVRQV�FKXUFK�PXVLFLDQV�GR�WKHLU�MREV�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI �� �
 poor pay and limited opportunities for advancement, offering the reader a pastoral   

 understanding without avoiding the challenging questions that every church musician  

� PXVW�FRQVLGHU��6KH�KDV�DQ�XQFDQQ\�DELOLW\�WR�QDPH�WKDW�ZKLFK�OLHV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI �WKH��
 sacred artist’s craft. 

� $GGUHVVHG�GLUHFWO\�DQG�FRQYHUVDWLRQDOO\�WR�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�PXVLFLDQ�LQ�FKXUFK�RU�� �
� V\QDJRJXH�DQG�WKRVH�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH\�ZRUN��6LURWD�H[SORUHV�LVVXHV�WKDW�DUH�ZHOO�� �
 chosen for their understanding of  “insider’s information” and sensibilities to art, beauty,  

� VFULSWXUH��DQG�SDVWRUDO�FDUH��+HU�SHUVRQDO�UHÁHFWLRQ�LV�EDODQFHG�ZLWK�SURELQJ�TXHVWLRQV��
� IURP�VRPHRQH�ZKR·V�´EHHQ�WKHUHµ�DQG�LV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�WR�PXOWL�GHQRPLQDWLRQDO�FKXUFK��
 musicians, as a gifted preacher and writer, a scholar, and a professional performing artist.

,�KRSH�\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�MRLQ�XV�LQ�3DZWXFNHW��
         Kathy Hart, Dean



rIaGo sChedule of eVeNts
5R\DO�6FKRRO�RI �&KXUFK�0XVLF�SUHVHQWV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�HYHQWV�
LQ�WKH�1HZSRUW�DUHD�
Wednesday, August 6 at 5:00 pm��(YHQVRQJ��7ULQLW\��
� &KXUFK����4XHHQ�$QQH�6TXDUH��1HZSRUW
Thursday, August 7 at 7:30 pm:�+\PQ�)HVWLYDO�	��
� &RPSOLQH��6W��-RVHSK·V�&KXUFK��1HZSRUW
Friday, August 8 at 5:00 pm: &KRUDO�(YHQVRQJ��6W��� �
 George’s Chapel, Middletown

Sunday, August 10 at 10:00 am: &KRUDO�(XFKDULVW��6W��� �
 George’s Chapel, Middletown

      --------
Friday, September 19 at 7:00pm���'LQQHU�DQG�SURJUDP��� �
� DW�6W��3DXO·V�&KXUFK��3DUN�3ODFH��3DZWXFNHW�� �
� �see enclosure).

Saturday, November 8 at 10:00am��+\PQ�3OD\LQJ�,,���� �
 Individual members accompany hymns as we sing.   

 A time to share our creativity and inspire each other!

suBstItute lIstINGs
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) with changes.

$9$,/$%/(�681'$<6�	�:((.'$<6
$OODUG��$OWKHD��������������
&DVWHHO��(GHQ��������������
&ODUNH��0DUJDUHW����������������DOO�
)XQN��5LFKDUG����������������DOO�
*RQFKDURYD��1DWDO\D��������������
*RXUG��-DFTXHOLQH����������������DOO��QR�ZHGGLQJV�
-RKQVRQ��:LQIUHG����������������LQWHULP�
-RQHV��3KLOLS�������������
.RKO��.DUHQ����������������SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�
/HH��6DHDK��������������
0DGXEDWD��&KLGX]LH����������������SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�
0RUJDQ��-DPHV����������������DOO�
1RUWRQ�-DFNVRQ��'LDQD����������������QR�ZHGGLQJV�������PLQ�
3KHOSV��+RZDUG����������������SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�
6FKHLEHUW��%HYHUO\�-HUROG����������������DOO��ZHGGLQJV�IXQHUDOV�
7DJHQ��-XOLD�/�����������������DOO��ZHGGLQJV�IXQHUDOV�LQWHULP�
7D\ORU��7HUU\��������������
9HFFKLR��*LQD��������������
9LQVRQ��'XQFDQ����������������-XO\	$XJ�IRU�6XQ��ZHGGLQJV�HWF��
:HVWKDYHU��9HUQD����������������VXEVWLWXWH�LQWHULP�
:LDQW��:LOOLDP����������������DOO��ZHGGLQJV�IXQHUDOV�
:LOVRQ��/DZUHQFH����������������SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�

$9$,/$%/(�:((.'$<6�21/<
%ODFN��-RKQ����������������DOO��DYDLODEOH�6DWXUGD\V�	�ZHHNGD\V�
%URZQ��5RQDOG����������������IXQHUDOV�RQO\�
&LHQQLZD��3DXO���������������������PLQ��QR�6XQ��D�P��
&RQER\��/RLV�����������������SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�
+DUW��.DWK\����������������IXQHUDOV�
/DUNLQ��%ULDQ����������������ZHGGLQJV�PHPRULDOV�IXQHUDOV�FRQVXOWDQW�
0DUNKDP��6XVDQ����������������QR�6XQ��D�P��
0DUWRUHOOD��3KLOLS����������������QR�6XQ��D�P��
1LFKROVRQ��1DQF\����������������DOO�
1RODQ��5REHUW����������������DYDLODEOH�WR�SURYLGH�DOO�QHHGV�
6REDMH��0DUWKD����������������ZHGGLQJV��IXQHUDOV�
9DOHQWLQH��%UR��(QRFK�-����������������DOO��ZHGGLQJV�IXQHUDOV�

suBmIssIoNs
'($'/,1(����WK�RI �HDFK�PRQWK��68%0,66,216��6HQG�:RUG�RU�7H[W�ÀOHV�WR�
altheaallard@gmail.com�RU�WR�$OWKHD�$OODUG������6XIIRON�$YH���3DZWXFNHW��5,�������
$'9(57,6,1*��:RUG�GRF��3')��SULQW�UHDG\���-3*��KLJK�UHVROXWLRQ���RU�7,))��
$OO�ÀOHV�VKRXOG�EH�JUD\VFDOH�DW�����GSL�UHVROXWLRQ��(PDLO�WR�altheaallard@gmail.com

adVertIsING rates 
����SDJH�DG�����µ:�[��µ+����������RU�������SDJH�DG�����µ:�[����µ+�������
)O\HUV�\RX�SURYLGH��IRU�5,$*2�PHPEHUV��������0DNH�FKHFNV�RXW�WR�5,$*2�DQG�
PDLO�WR�$OWKHD�$OODUG�E\�WKH���WK�

plaCemeNt lIstINGs
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) for more details or changes.

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&KXUFK�RI �0DQVÀHOG��8&&�� � �����
���:HVW�6WUHHW��0DQVÀHOG��0$������
&DURO�6RVPDQ�+DP��������������
2�&K0�$XVWLQ��PDQXDO���.

7ULQLW\�/XWKHUDQ�&KXUFK� � � � ����
����+LJK�6WUHHW��$VKDZD\��5,������
5REHUW�0DQNH��������������
2�&0���PDQXDO��XQNQRZQ�EXLOGHU�����.

+RO\�7ULQLW\�(SLVFRSDO� � � � ����
����+DPLOWRQ�6WUHHW��6RXWKEULGJH��0$������
holytrinitysouthbridge@gmail.com

2UJDQLVW�&K0��/DZV����PDQ�����UNV�����.

7ULQLW\�(SLVFRSDO� � � � � ����
����2FHDQ�$YHQXH��3DZWX[HW�9LOODJH��&UDQVWRQ��5,������
5HY�0DUVXH�+DUULV��WULQLW\SDZ#JPD
2UJDQLVW�&K0��������

memBer matters
'LUHFWRU\�FKDQJH��John A. Cook�KDV�D�QHZ�DGGUHVV��
��0HDGRZ�6WUHHW��$SW������%HUOLQ��0'������

Chorale aCCompaNIst op
0\VWLF�5LYHU� �&7��&KRUDOH� LV� VHHNLQJ� DQ� DFFRPSDQLVW� IRU�
IDOO� ������ $UWLVWLF�'LUHFWRU� )UDQN�0DUWLJQHWWL� OLVWV� MRE�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�FKRUDOQHW�RUJ��������

are you all paId up?
3OHDVH�EH�VXUH�WR�SD\�\RXU�$*2�GXHV�$6$3��LI �\RX�KDYHQ·W�
already) so we can include you in the directory which will 

EH�GLVWULEXWHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU���0DNH�VXUH�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�LQIR�
is correct in the system!  If  you have questions about dues, 

SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�&KULVWRSKHU�6RX]D�



!

RIAGO&2014+15&Opening&Event&

Friday,!September!19,!2014!

Dinner!and!Program!7:00!pm!
St.!Paul’s!Episcopal!Church!

50!Park!Place!

Pawtucket,!RI!

!

Catered&dinner,&$25&
!

Program:&&The&Rev.&Dr.&Victoria&Sirota&
Organist,!former!AGO!Chaplain!and!Vicar!at!St.!John!the!Divine,!NYC!

!

Speaking!on!

Preaching*to*the*Choir:*Claiming*the*Role*of*Sacred*Musician*

!

The!Chapter!will!underwrite!a!portion!of!the!cost!of!Dr.!Sirota’s!book!!

for!the!first!20!people!who!reserve!a!copy!for!$11.!!(Retail!price!$16)!

Door&prizes&and&dessert&afterward&

Send*your*check*for*$25*payable*to*RIAGO!to!
Kathy!Hart,!11!Aldine!St,!Providence,!RI!!02909!

(And!indicate!if!you’d!like!to!reserve!a!copy!of!Dr.!Sirota’s!book.)! !



!

VICTORIA&R.&SIROTA,&organist,!lecturer,!author,!and!Episcopal!priest,!holds!degrees!from!Oberlin!

Conservatory!of!Music,!Boston!University!and!Harvard!Divinity!School,!and!was!a!postdoctoral!fellow!at!

the!Bunting!Institute!of!Radcliffe!College.!!She!studied!organ!in!Amsterdam!with!Gustav!Leonhardt!and!

in!Paris!with!André!Marchal.!!She!has!played!numerous!organ!recitals!in!the!United!States,!France!and!

Germany!and!has!been!heard!on!Pipedreams!and!other!broadcasts!here!and!abroad.!!Recent!recitals!

were!on!the!1830!Thomas!Appleton!Organ!at!the!Metropolitan!Museum!of!Art,!and!the!Aeolian_Skinner!

Organ!at!The!Cathedral!Church!of!Saint!John!the!Divine!in!NY.!

Victoria!Sirota!has!taught!at!Yale!Divinity!School,!Yale!Institute!of!Sacred!Music,!The!Ecumenical!Institute!

of!Theology!at!St.!Mary’s!Seminary!and!University,!and!Boston!University.!!Former!Chair!of!the!

Professional!Concerns!Committee!for!the!Association!of!Anglican!Musicians!and!Coordinator!of!the!1990!

National!American!Guild!of!Organists!Convention!in!Boston,!she!gave!a!Plenary!Address!at!the!Hymn!

Society!2013!Annual!Conference!in!Richmond,!Virginia,!and!has!spoken!most!recently!at!AGO!meetings!

in!Bangor,!Maine;!Sarasota,!Florida;!and!Summit,!New!Jersey.!!Awards!include!the!Bishop’s!Award!for!

Outstanding!Ordained!Ministry,!the!Ecumenical!Service!Award!from!the!Central!Maryland!Ecumenical!

Council,!and!the!Newington_Cropsey!Foundation!Award!for!Excellence!in!the!Arts.!!The!author!of!

articles,!reviews!and!hymns,!her!book!Preaching*to*the*Choir:*Claiming*the*Role*of*Sacred*Musician!is!
available!from!Church!Publishing.!!She!is!recorded!on!Northeastern,!Gasparo!and!Albany!Records;!her!

newest!recording!of!organ!works!by!Robert!Sirota!entitled!Celestial!Wind!was!released!in!June.!The!Rev.!

Dr.!Sirota!is!currently!Canon!Pastor!and!Vicar!of!the!Congregation!at!The!Cathedral!Church!of!St.!John!

the!Divine!in!New!York!City!and!Dean!of!the!Harlem!Clericus.!!

!


